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Mark 3:31-35 (ESV) 

 
31 And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. 32 And a 

crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking 
you.” 33 And he answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking about at those who 
sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 For whoever does the will of God, he is 
my brother and sister and mother.” 

1. This passage is connected to Mark 3:20-21, it is a part of the same event. Why did Jesus’ 
family come to find him at this specific moment?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How might Jesus’ rhetorical question, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” have sounded 
to a first century audience, given the cultural importance of family ties?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. According to Jesus, what is the defining characteristic of his “true” family?  
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4. Read Jesus’ words in Luke 14:25-33. How do the words of Jesus in Luke 14:25-33 give clarity 

to his word in Mark 3:31-35?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. How can this week’s passage change how we treat other believers in the Church?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. In what areas of life do you find it difficult to prioritize God’s will over your own plans or family 
expectations?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. How can we put our allegiances (whether social, cultural, political, economic, or ethnic) back 
into proper relationship to Jesus?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


