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Luke 22:31-34 (ESV)  

Jesus Foretells Peter’s Denial 
31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I have 

prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 
33 Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus said, “I tell you, 
Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.” 
 
Luke 22:54-62 (ESV) 

Peter Denies Jesus 
54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house, and Peter was following 

at a distance. 55 And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter 
sat down among them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said, 
“This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” 58 And a little later 
someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” 59 And after an 
interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a 
Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.” And immediately, while he was 
still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the 
saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” 
62 And he went out and wept bitterly. 

1. Because we are human, we experience failure. Describe a significant failure in your life. What 
led to that failure?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How could Peter have been so unrealistic about the level of his own faith?  
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3. Describe the setting of each of Peter’s denial. Why do you think Peter’s courage melts so 

quickly?  
 
 
 
 
 

4. Why are Peter’s denials so serious? In what ways do we deny Christ in today’s world?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. It is clear in these passages that Peter failed Jesus. In what ways do we fail Jesus today? 
What should our response be when we fail Jesus?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Looking at both of these passages, how might God have been seeking to refine Peter? How 
was Peter strengthened or purified because of this refinement? (Consider reading John 21:15-
19 to see some of the results of his refinement.) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
7. How has this passage helped “REFINE” your faith?  

 
 
 
 
 


