Bible Study on PREPARE — Luke 1:26-38
For Sunday December 4, 2022

Luke 1:26-38 (ESV)

Birth of Jesus Foretold

26 |n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 2’ to a virgin
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 2° But she was greatly troubled at
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 3° And the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 3 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since | am a virgin?”

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 3¢ And behold, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, | am the servant of the Lord; let
it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

Luke’s story is of course principally about Jesus, but the name Jesus, does not occur for the first thirty
verses. Luke knows that we will need to prepare our minds and hearts for Jesus’ story.

1. Describe a time when another person asked you to do something that would be difficult or
scary, but you knew would also be good. What was your initial reaction to the request?

2. We can assume that most adults know where babies come from, what is the significance that
Mary was a virgin?

3. Why do you think Mary was uncomfortable or troubled by the angels greeting of “Greetings, O
favored one, the Lord is with you”?
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4. Dig into the words from the angel Gabriel in verses 28-33. What sticks out to you the most in
what Gabriel said? How did he consider the needs of Mary in this moment?

5. During this time the Romans ruled Israel, and the title “Son of God” was commonly applied to
Caesar. Gabriel says that Jesus will be called the Son of the Most High or the Son of God.
What political implications does this bring up?

6. Putting all of this together, the conception of a baby by the Holy Spirit, the power of God, and
the challenge of all human empires—why is this story so explosive?

7. Think of something challenging God has called you to in the last several years. How did you
respond?



